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Reuben, thou art my firſt borne, my might, 
—f= and the beginning of my firength. 


DER His is the beginning of Facobs bleſſing his 
WH Children, which was an a& (and aprin- 
SE cipall-a&) ofhis Faith,as it is Heb. 11:20. 
$ - > (G7 And-in this we may ſec a difference 
CHATS bcetwixt the death of Faceb and his Fa- 
!  thers. Abrabam, Iſaac, and Facov, were famous 1n their 
Generations : God is not aſhamed to: be called:their 
; God.' And if we conlider their tives and deaths, we 
ſhall find this difference. \4brebomin his life was moſt 

© > ie glorious, his Faith famous , witneſle his offering his 
onely ſon to God with. that ſtrength of Faith, tharal- 
| | A 2 though 
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Þ Ti ; 
though he verily belecved that i» Jacob afl the Nations  . = 
of the Earth ſbewld be bleſſed, yet was. his Faith ſoſtrong 
2s.tobecontentto offer him up, being perſwaded that 
God wasableto raiſe him from the dead. 

Now although his. life was thus glorious, when ye © | 
come to-his death, This is all that is ſaid of him-:: Then . 
Abraham gave up the e ghoſt, and died in a good ola age, 
and was gathered unto hu Fathers. 

Commonly great things are expeRed kom holy 
qrenah ; wart death, .yet ye ſee Abraham was but 2 md | 
in his death.” gf þ 

Concerning 1/aac's life , the Scripmre Gith but 


little, andthe ſelfe fame words are uſed of him at his | 
a death, as was at the death of Abraham. | \ 
Facob as ordinary in his life as ye ſhall meet withall, 
But his death was a«Prophecy::of Chriſt's comming 
into. the World: He begins with Renken, to. whom - 
Ahough be had'no mind at Fall to bleſſ& him) he gives his 
 duc;ſhewgs him thar.che right of Primogenitutc belong- —  —|>- 
ed umto him, if he had not forfeited it: Thou art my fir ; 2 f 
borne, m my might, the beginning 0 fr rength. For this 
: yeaſon God'commands, thatthe rne ſhould have 
-aidouble portion. And fo Reuben: ſhould have received, 
- burthat he forfeited it ; Therefore, ſaich he, becauſe thou 
———_—_ 4 Water "rc. 1 thy excellency is dep arted from | 
and fo he gave itto Foſeph.- In repeating the Ge- p 
los ic:of Facobs:fonnes, 1*Chron:5:1,2. New(ſaith the h 
fonts. jr ar of: Reuben the f firſt borne of 1frael;: for he =, N 
-was-che- firſt borne) bur foralmach, as he defiled his 
| 
| 


wv; ” 


Fathers bed, his Birth-right.was given unto the. ſons of - | 
 Foſeph,the ſon of Iſrael, and the eagle is not tobe ' , — || 
xeckoned afier the Birth: w_— Bic: 1:02.03 no v | 
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i: Ye ſce; rang he had forfeited his Birth-right; he 
could noctforfeir his Primogenirure; -bur there was''an 
elcheate thereof ro. Foſeph. ' All: the-reſt had alingle 
Tribe, ſer out to them, bur Foſeph had rwo Tribes, and 
ſo the right that ſhould have; 'gonerro"Renben fell:to 70- 

ſeph. : Befides: this, had not Revbes forfeired his 'Birch- 
right, he ſhould have had more then this double por- = 
tion, for there was a promiſe 'made, 'thar | Kings ſhould 
proceed from him, | Now as in. the former Foſeph ſuc- 
cceded' hini, ſo.in this of Eminency. and Power, it fell 
to Fudah ; for ſo it-followes in 1 Chroz. 5. before na- 
med. ; ; 191.735 
Now to Explicate this. | 
The Regall-power which comes by diſcent-is de- 
ſcribed by a double Eminency.The excellency of Dignity, 
and the excellency of Power, ws Dignityyou underſtand, 
all outward glory by Power, all Dominion, and theſe are 
the two branches of Majeſty. ' {726.5 LEP. 
The Greekes do therefore expreſſe it/ in:the abſtract. 
In reſpe&t of Dignity, the Supreame Magiſtrate is called 


' Gloxy, In reſpect of Soveraignty, heis called Lordſhip. 


The King. is not only Glor:0#:, but Glory ; Not onl 
Powerfull, but Power,” Let.every ſoule be ſubjet? to ry 
higher powers. Both are-joyned in-the Epiſttero 7ude, 
and inthe 8. Yerſe, there-is a wicked ſort deſcribed, that 
deſpiſe dominion , and ſpeake cvill of Dignities. They 
deſpiſe Dominion thar make no conſciericeto blaſpheme 


the foot-fteps of the: Lords Anointed. Thele. men: dare 


do what Michael durſt not doe, Yerſe 9. He durſtnor 
bring againſt the: Devill a ra/ling: accuſation, bur theſe 
dare ſpeake ewill of Dignities. And what is: their Cen- 
ſure? Yerſe 13.. To whom-w reſerved the — of 

A.3 ho 


ey. 
, as, 7 (der. We uſe toſay, that thoſe that have 
Toketis uponthem are paſt hopes of like.” Hete ye 
plainly ſee Gods Tokens upon theſe men, my are 
reſe need Cool ing Damnation. 
let us aqucy acme yg ares n 7 of : 
| Me , Dignity, Dominion. excellency 
porn le weelloey of Power.' 
By Dig#ity, is meant, the outward Pompe and Glory 
annexed to the Scepter. For, it is Gods ordinance thaz 
therc ſhould bean extraordinary:ſplendour .in 


more then in .any other. And therefore the Scripture 


doth often deſcribe the Courts of Princes, their Splen- 
dour at home, and intheir Progrefle abroad, with dig- 
Nity and Rice, ifs 25.2 3- When King rippe 
and Bernice wear to: heare Panl, the Textfaith, T (They | 
mouved with great Pompe. It. was a thing beſce the 
Regall power {o'to-doe.. 1 Kirg.. 10. 2, The Quren of 
-Sheba came to Feruſalems. to fee Solomon with 2 great 
.Traine: birſhe.came toa farre greater Court then her 
owne: And this State in Courts is not Pride, batir is'a 
thing allowed by Gods.ordinance, as Chriſt faith, Thoſe 
that weare ſoft rayment are in Kings Conris. And ſpea- 
king of the Lillies of the Ficld, 7 ſay rhe he/aker 
Solomon in all his Glory was not like one of theſe. 
IFyon fee a man (thoughin Ruſſer) attended upon by 
others in' rich Clothes, you will conclude that man 
( chough in Ruſler ) robe ſome great Perſonage, The 
Queen of Sheb4 was aſtoniſhed at. what the ſawn So/o- 
wou's Court; for, when the beheld the' Mear of his 
Table ( he muſt nor be ſerved as other men ) che fitting 
of his Servants, theatrendance of his Miniſters, and his 
+Cup-bearer,; &c. the Texe faith, There was. 10 more 


ſpirit 
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( 5) 
prin She-was (23 a man may ſay). belides hes: 

If to ſee this State. And ſo ſtately it was, that Pſal:45. 
it'S —_— in as an Allegoricall deſcription of the 
—_— of Chriſt and his Church. I need not goto for-! 


evidence it. In Eftey. rc there is a deſcription; 06; 
4ſverze ard his Feaſt, the like to: which. you; will 

not read of in-any other Story, it afted one rat and 
fourſcote daics, which\was full halfyeare,and with-che: 
oreateſt Glorythar could bez'2er..4, : When he ſhewed. 
the riches of his glorious Kingdome, and the are) 


| ty Princes to prove this, the Scripture: doth (uffici- 
ky 


bis excellent Majeſty, 8&c. 


So then, this is the firſt part of Majeſty, riamelys, out 
ward Splendour, which is liwfull and requiſizeto main- | 
taine the dignity of a Prince. And 5 thePrince;ougitr 
ro haverhis in his owne'Perfon, aid lis Attendants 10 
all: Dignity” /and/ Glory refts in him a3 m4he Fountaing, | 
and: Ticksvf Dignity ace i in hitt alto. Evenas-ye; 
ſcertthe Firmament,: x Cor.15;' Thire ane Glory of vhe, 
Suane, another of rhe Moone; and one Starr excnlierh, ah; 
ther in Glory. >} 
Inthe Combaoriveatchighere ard Gon Kaighwdame: 
Lords, ſome Barſes;:&c." bir all chaſe differences come! 
from one Sun, one Head, the Phincec:\ Thate is Gs: 
inthe Moone burwhat is derived from the- S je 
here is borrowed, the Starres. lights borr 
and whe rhe Surkhe peares;/abey.ceiſet0-ſhine...:The 
Stavres ar this tne thine asmnch'a3\a6;Migni 


; but 


thar the Light of rhe Sunne doth darken. chem. *Even- (0+ 
ir-the preſence of Majeſty, thoſe other: Excellchs : 'Dig- 
nities doe not ſhine at all. (+ 


2s VO coma to rhe! Oy of (Fombr's:- Foun King 


os Rebell coobfaid before J-it is ro fault of the 


a7 


the King ir ihe one 


(6): 


f a to have great State and to have no o Power, (he. were then! 
*bita poore King. © 


-A Duke of Fenice is ferved'i in as Great Sas can tbe, 


| bat he hath no Power at-all.' 


"There is a Subordination of Pm in all Govern ment, 
whichbetauſe ircannor go ad infinitum, it muſt needs 
reſt ſomewhere,” and thatis inthe King. Lex every Somle 
be ſubje to the Higher | owers. And the Apoſtle in 
T'Ptt. 2.13. diſtinguiſheth, Whether it be to the King, 
as "Supreme," 6r unto Governours, as unto them-that are 
ſent by God; fop the puniſhment of evill doers, &c.- and he 
adds, that by ſo doing, the Ignorance of fooliſh men may be 


put to ſolence. 


[oF fey Profeſour of 104: ar don Rebell againſt the 


King, thi isaſtandall to'R 27 =o 


1s {Now the Apoſtle did foreſee dee ack: herald - 
"93 and ras 06 Commands thar they _—_— INE. 
t6'be' Subje&,-8&c: But if: any that pr 


2nd not of the Profeffion; for the Church of 
Ex gland doth teach the Contrary. 


ail \ Buraphnn men ſhall not onely. practice, but teach Re- | 


be their. go «org al know themythis amounts 


thy t as Raine Peter Gairh hath the Excell, ency f 
Por, 4s r feucly God. 


ink; 


VIA mari world” 


there 


>Blr, whatneed: e's any: more: 2 Weall-Gyeare that. : 
reame. Gevernovur in his Domi-' 
hat that.word ently might i 
| HTO fincenothing-canbeabove a Supream, bur ir | 
1 Ah there by way of Eminency..'' $7746 A 
| betrio Dominion: in the World, unleſſe 


wy. 


% 


''0 


At s 


_ m_ — 
there bo-a Emineney: of -power: in: _ :0Ne)or. cn 


If4a.matt be: in any Court; .-he-may lawfull 
appeale higher, bur ther, -Appeales: muſt; not: being, 
nite, there muſt be a ſipremacy' of: power. ſomewhicre to 


reſting; 5c je 15 fins 3b NIth 4.20 9191 COMO 
- 2p he Palolophe th, it miſdbe citherin one; ar-if 
all, ! Wheret he;Eminency of poweris-in'one,Jit-is:calz 
ag a:Monarch ye : The: King, muſt one! have the Su- 
PSIG gONEr, or.if any be Naked with-þi + then it is 
no Monarchy. 

 :I£ the:Powerbciina: certaine oumbergi it) is called - an 
<Ariſtagracy =w— 4 

-It the Power be inall, : a Democracy ; and; all Pome: 
then.is defived from the. Body of the People,: andwhere 
you ſay (o, you deſtroy the Mr TR and "_— De- 
mUcKAtye | 1-1; 

The Duke of Fepice hath (-as1l aid Finn ) atatÞ 
lous greae State, and yet-the State of Yenjce/ is:noMo-" 
narchy,, becauſe the Sopperhdeyt of power/is nor.in-him. 
He cannot receive a Letter, nor make an Edi& without 
the States [allowance Nay, he. ſy" be: called to ac- 
compr by them. 

I read-in Feſephme that Herod having g offended Cleo bb 
tra, be befougts Antony (rthoidid og 2s ajuclginn 
any thing ) to call him ro accompr ; but Antony re uſed 
ſo to doe, Then,Aaith-he; He wilhbe no. Fines: F by 11] 

\ Looku ponthe Common-wealth of Lacedeman, They 
had King + lineally þ —— <p. race: of: Herou- 
es'5, Our we 14y-tney-DA -power:2:nothing 
lefſe, becauſe there yyere Z w_ in.that State, A certaine 
my in the People to ca lned Kings to accompy; _ 


agiſtrates oy, yk in ho 4 
furan the N Magiſtrates | 


Democracy. 
25 

Power , Gairh the er, — 8. 4- Ie was: wont to 
befo; and byrhe wordof God you ſee it onghr ro be ſo. 


Baciwithncr -upon this.” Tt may be ſome Elirs 
will aotindune {; 'Do&rine: 73 1) F : 14G 
. But the King we {ce muſt be acknowledgettvde 


Sopreamre, and no Superior to the King. 


: /Farre ber fon me in; Gods placs)'t eo fat. ; 
rnofleth, bat do deli- | 


ber any 018; - Trhanke Gpd T . 
OR” 
; Having now ſpoken of the raw begiches of Ma- 
jeſty, Dignity, and Power. We ſhall ſpoake of 'a Bitth- 
'chardefcends to Kings: Ir thoald have been Reu- 


"wrhe B Soveraigne Lord. 
Kings havebeen afually celebrated with 
tity in. former times. Herod's Birth-day 


was :Telebtared: 
zoalians (for rhe” 4 
blerevad him ro be3he 
Ta05 - 


Tr 


hew'rrrighthiers} dr not taken it from him-for a 


jo wx ear afrer his death : and the He- ; 
ty workss that Herod did) © | 


TY” [ 
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caſcth; God that. this day hegins cheiggi year 
oi and: let me all ig; Re Year Jubile wo His 


ks Yewes had cuſtome:harin. the, madre 
mans  Tife, he ſhould be ar liberty pre gg ear Fw 


rings mere befars 1c muſt. be ahe deſire and prayer of 
She heart, that the King may; bave a jubilein- 

the , This is that. which Loyalty! bids us doe. - 
©. T. will not ſtand, too: much; upor: rhis? particular. 
But this I will Gay; O that we knew\ aut bap To: 
have a ail. is, the ſon of Nobles!' A-King that is: 


not a ng that is at aan by 
Wiſdon ne Prudence. And. truely. as: Gadigives: 
us this "gs a capeds wenhendd acknowlet 


nll Fe; -.IOz 16, ring Lent th 
0247 r)w King «. 4\C 'Blefſed irs 
thos 0 Land aanage. King is the ſon of Neves : that 
bath his breeding pe Lhe xo £112; 

'To orc hi, when his. experience Linh aipertadiia 
him found j gement, and ablity: to- gaverne. . The 
Lord threatned 7eruſalem, pin if Lo Jar give Chil: 
dren to he their ps loner rule :averthem. 
Thoſe that would hayctheir pies -coulc'(L war» 
rant you) be content that the youngeſt ſhould Raigne;\ 

To.have a baſe. man exalted,; is one of: the things 
that th Earth cannot bear. But ſome: hody: muſt have 


the Government, it doth not belong to all. You-ſee 


MN thaz hath ati tuitoR:: "72 YN 
bat diſttihared is. Eſtate;2 Ehron,/2's; 
oI: TI, other ſons, -bur tlie ins | ro 
{ehor am, becauſe c rras, his Eihboone.. Angina 
is ot a thing dividable. 


berenter ther. 
8 > Ba 


(169) 


of don Knb%'5. 55 oabt hk e< 
isEldeft Sorine * _ ſhould: 7 reis 
in bis ſtead)as an offering : yet. in the propheſic 0f 4- 


mos, he is-called the Way: of Egon, becauſe I had i itin | 


6 66 bY fv 


vie Wwe 


liver-this:Me 
God harh' many Sofnes, yet: being 


Every one-that'is a Member of 


Digniry;and the ExeeHeiteyiof Power: 


"We do:not ſpeak of the Power of this World "Cut | | 


a, Ta Kingdome-is not of this World.” 


that 
Merton frm"God,” "For por Kitt eps not 


pre gmeen To :ft Fagny 1097109 20 (091 WO2E || 
- "There's: not that Rxcelleney t to: \ befourdihia f the. 
Sonnes of men;- as isro'be foundin oo 50ore" RE Net - 
Gbdio7- Ui o md 100 11092 3 HA9HATIVOU 2; ul 


ng ou.ſee: pavit ing?" Whert d Cones "(pj this 
Eye, -Pſal. 15-4 \ I | 

infll per fons.. "In whoſe eyes'n lite efſoir is <contem 
_ bur honous "their tha fear© the 1; 


'Now'tq cometo Chriftiais! We: are Kings in-our fort, off 
we ate; Primogeniti, we are te Iſrael of God. When { 
God ſent Moſes to deliyer'his'People, he bids bim'de- | 
age to Phayuoh, Bx04. 4.22. Thou: ſhatt || 
feyito Pharaoh, Thus faith the: Lord," Iſrael. i my Soune, | 
even my. Firſt-borne. 'Hecte is/qur ledge though j 
nd in Chriſt: we ||. 
are/all Firſt-borne. And ſo- the- Children of God. are | 
calied; "Heb, 12.-The rey 5p of the Firſt- borne. l 
Chriſt hath che Privi- | - 
ledge of a Firſt-bome:' They are all Heires. *In the ſame || 
relation. that Chri&isz by-natute,' we-areby Grace and | 
Adoption : : And being ſo,-we have' the” Excellency'of | b- 


ar” +4 


ach;The Saints ſhall reign gn upon the _ 


ioaret by y © trot om | 
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If ye did ce. what. att 


—_— . 


Grp) | 
ſees!Gods! -Image"inany ſoule; he: kogoinrs hiid 2 a0] 4 
he be awicked' riian, a Child of the:Devitl Theiss vile 
perſon-in his eyes, ' A*Sinner (thought otherwiſe never 
{o Noble )is a very vile-perſon, Pſa. 16:My goodnſe} 
fatrh Divid: doth notextend toithee; bot: unto the _ 


upon the Earth. 
The Apoſtle Saint Fohy, 1 Fob. 3. Behold ( ich "If 


what manner of love the Father beſtowed upon us, that we 


fhould be called the ſonnes of God, and therefore the world 
' doth not know us, &C. 


Bur if they be ſo Excellent, How come they to be {o 
deſpiſed in the World © the Reaſon is , becauſe the 
World doth not know them to- be ſuch. The world 
doth not know Chriſts Children, more then they know 
Chriſt himſelf. MES 

I have often thought, that E fl, His Majeſty was in 
France, where He was not known, a Negle@ put upon 
Him there, would not have been in. any proportion ſo. 
bad, as the like muſt needs be amongſt His owne Sub- 
jeds. And ſoit is wich-.us. We are Spirituall Kings, a 


| Royall Prieſthood : If the world did know us to be 


ſuch, they would deale with us otherwiſe then they doe,, 
but our Life # hid with Chriſt in God, and one Jaya it ſhall 
þ .cmhs and then ſhall the Righteous ſhine1n the King- 


ome of their Pathet:” | 
Beloved, hereypon i it is that the: Children of God! 


have their Guard of Angels... 
The King hath a ch 


Gt ard/ to attend him,. but 
nce ' he Children of God: 


have, you would admire. {he Angels of God do pitch: 
their Tents abont them. **" 
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